Asian Pacific American Heritage Month Timeline

1600s - Spanish bring Chinese and Filipinos to Mexico.

1763 - Filipinos desert Spanish ship in New Orleans, establish first Filipino community in U.S. in Louisiana bayou.

1830s - Chinese laborers brought to work in Hawaiian sugar cane fields. Chinese peddlers recorded in New York City.

1848 - California gold rush attracts Chinese prospectors.

1852 - Presbyterian mission begins working with Chinese in San Francisco.

1854 - Yung Wing graduates from Yale University, becomes first Chinese to graduate from a U.S. college. Commodore Perry signs first commercial treaty with Japan since 1638.

1860 - Japan sends first diplomatic mission to U.S.

1867 - 50,000 Chinese reported living in California.

1868 - U.S. and China sign Burlingame-Seward Treaty, affirming friendship between the two nations and guaranteeing the right of Chinese immigration, since inexpensive Chinese labor was popular among railroads and other employers.

1880 - As many people blamed the Chinese for taking away jobs and causing unemployment, the U.S. successfully amends the Burlingame Treaty, winning the right to limit or suspend Chinese immigration.

1882 - Congress approves Chinese Exclusion Act, banning Chinese laborers for ten years. It was renewed for another ten years in 1892, and became permanent in 1902. U.S. and Korea sign first treaty.

1898 - U.S. wins Hawaii and the Philippines after Spanish-American War.
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