Timeline of events in Women’s History

1963

Russian cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova becomes first woman in space. 

1966

The National Organization for Women (NOW) is founded in the United States. 

Indira Gandhi becomes prime minister of India. 

1969

Golda Meir becomes prime minister of Israel. 

1976

World population reaches four billion. 

1978

Janet Guthrie qualifies for the Indianapolis 500 for a second time and finished the race in eighth position. 

1979

Margaret Thatcher elected first woman prime minister of Great Britain. 

1981

Sandra Day O'Connor appointed first woman U.S. Supreme Court Justice. 

1983

Ellen Taafe Zwilich is the first woman to receive the Pulitzer Prize for music. 

1984

Geraldine Ferraro becomes first woman vice-presidential nominee of a major U.S. political party. 

Kathryn Sullivan is first U.S. woman astronaut to walk in space. 

1986

Corazon Aquino is elected president of Philippines. 

1988

Benazir Bhutto sworn in as prime minister of Pakistan. 

1990

Mary Robinson is elected president of Ireland. 

1993

Janet Reno becomes U.S. attorney general. 

1994

The Violence Against Women Act is passed, giving women a federal civil rights provision to combat gender-based violent crimes. It also authorizes the expenditure of $1.6 billion dollars during a six-year period to curb violence against women. 

1995

Myrlie Evers-Williams is elected chairperson of the board of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 

1996

March — New data from the Census Bureau finds that women own one-third of all U.S. businesses, employing 26 percent of the nation's work force. Sales from the 7.95 million women-owned businesses have jumped 236 percent since 1987, and employment in those businesses rose to 18.5 million workers from only 6.6 million in 1987. According to the National Foundation for Women Business Owners, the number of women-owned companies increased 78 percent in the last nine years while growth among U.S. firms was only 47 percent. 

1997

Czech-born American diplomat Madeleine Albright is unanimously confirmed by the Senate and becomes the first female U.S. Secretary of State. 

1998 

The U.S. Senate confirms the appointment of Dr. Jane Henney as the new commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration, making her the first woman to head the organization. 

1999

Shaikh Jabir As-Sabah, the Kuwaiti Amir, reinstates women's right to participate in the democratic process in Kuwait, where for many years only men had the right to participate in politics. 

2000

Hillary Rodham Clinton is elected to the U.S. Senate representing New York, becoming the first First Lady to be elected to a political office.

