African American History

This Week In African American History

Feb. 24, 1980 – Willie Davenport and Jeff Gadley became the first African-American athletes to participate in the Winter Olympics.

Feb. 24, 1992 – Edward Perkins was nominated as U.S. ambassador to South Africa by President Bush.

Feb. 25, 1870 – Hiram B. Revels was sworn in as the nation’s first African-American U.S. senator.

Feb. 25, 1895 – George Samuel Schuyler, Pittsburgh Courier editor and author of Black No More, was born in Providence, R.I. (d. 1977).

Feb. 25, 1925 – Louis Stokes, Ohio 11th District congressman, was born in Cleveland, Ohio.

Feb. 25, 1928 – A. Leon Higginbotham Jr., 3rd U. S. Circuit appellate judge, born in Trenton, N.J.

Feb. 25, 1964 – Muhammad Ali defeated Sonny Liston for the heavyweight boxing championship.

Feb. 25, 1991 – Adrienne Mitchell was killed in the Persian Gulf War, becoming the first African-American woman to die in combat.

Feb. 26, 1844 – James Edward O’Hara, former North Carolina congressman (1883-1887), was born in New York City (d. 1905).

Feb. 26, 1899 – Alexander Pierre Tureaud, one of Louisiana’s top civil rights attorneys, was born in New Orleans, La. (d. 1972).

Feb. 26, 1923 – Dexter Gordon, tenor saxophonist, was born in Los Angeles, Calif. (d. 1972).

Feb. 26, 1928 – Antoine “Fats” Domino, pioneer R&B pianist, was born in New Orleans, La.

Feb. 26, 1933 – Godfrey Cambridge, actor, was born in New York City.

Feb. 26, 1966 – Andrew Brimmer became the first African-American governor of the Federal Reserve Board.

Feb. 27, 1853 – The first African-American YMCA was organized in Washington, D.C.

Feb. 27, 1924 – Samella Sanders Lewis, prominent African-American art historian, was born in New Orleans, La.

Feb. 27, 1942 – Charlayne Hunter-Gault, University of Georgia’s first African-American student and Emmy Award-winning journalist, was born in Due West, S.C.

Feb. 27, 1988 – Debi Thomas became the first African-American to win a medal (bronze in figure skating) in the Winter Olympics.

Feb. 28, 1921 – Paul Stephens, first African-American president of the Academy of General Dentistry, was born in Muskogee, Okla.

Feb. 28, 1984 – Michael Jackson won a record eight Grammy Awards for his best-selling album, Thriller.

Feb. 29, 1920 – LeGree Daniels, U. S. Postal commissioner, was born in Barnwell, S.C.

Feb. 29, 1940 – Hattie McDaniel became the first African-American to receive an Academy Award (best supporting actress for her role in Gone With The Wind).

March 1, 1896 – More than 300 African-Americans emigrated to Liberia from Savannah aboard the steamship Laurada.

March 1, 1914 – Ralph Waldo Ellison, National Book Award-winning author of Invisible Man, was born in Oklahoma City, Okla.

March 1, 1927 – Harry George Belafonte, first African-American Emmy Award winner, was born in New York City.

March 2, 1807 – Congress outlawed the importation of slaves into the jurisdiction of the U.S. 

March 2, 1867 – Congress chartered Howard University in Washington, D.C.

March 2, 1867 – The first Reconstruction Act was passed dividing the South into five military districts.

March 2, 1917 – Janet Collins, first African-American to perform at New York’s Metropolitan Opera House, was born in New Orleans, La.

March 2, 1921 – Harry Pace established Pace Phonograph Corp., first African-American owned and operated record company.

March 2, 1944 – Elaine R. Jones, director-counsel of the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, was born in Norfolk, Va.

