This Week In African American History

Feb. 10, 1854 – Joseph Charles Price, Livingstone College president, was born in Elizabeth City, N.C. (d. 1893).

Feb. 10, 1907 – Grace Towns Hamilton, Georgia’s first African-American woman state legislator, was born in Atlanta, Ga.  (d.1992).

Feb. 10, 1907 – William “Chick” Webb, jazz musician, was born in Baltimore, Md. 

Feb. 10, 1927 – Mary Leontyne Price, Grammy Award-winning opera diva, was born in Laurel, Mass.

Feb. 10, 1939 – Roberta Flack, Grammy Award-winning singer, was born in Asheville, N.C.

Feb. 10, 1989 – Ronald Brown became the first African-American chairman of the Democratic National Committee.

Feb. 11, 1945 – August Wilson, playwright of Fences and Piano Lessons, was born in Pittsburgh, Pa.

Feb. 11, 1990 – James “Buster” Douglas defeated Mike Tyson for the heavyweight championship.

Feb. 11, 1990 – Nelson Mandela was released from a South African prison after nearly 27 years of incarceration.

Feb. 12, 1909 – The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People was formed.

Feb. 12, 1919 – Eddie Robinson of Grambling University, college football’s most winning football coach, was born in Jackson, La.

Feb. 12, 1934 – William Felton Russell, first African-American to coach a major sports team (Boston Celtics), was born in Monroe, La.

Feb. 12, 1948 – Nancy C. Leftenant, U. S. Army Lieutenant, became the first African-American nurse in the Regular Army Nurse Corps.

Feb. 12, 1955 – Arsenio Hall, first successful African-American late night talk show host, was born in Cleveland, Ohio.

Feb. 12, 1989 – Barbara Clementine Harris became the first woman Anglican bishop.

Feb. 13, 1907 – William P. Dabney founded the Cincinnati Union weekly newspaper.

Feb. 13, 1920 – Rube Foster founded the Negro Baseball League.

Feb. 13, 1970 – Joseph L. Searles became the first African-American member of the New York Stock Exchange.

Feb. 14, 1936 – William R. Norwood, United Airlines’ first African-American pilot, was born in Centralia, Ill.

Feb. 14, 1939 – Leroy Keith, Morehouse College president, was born in Chattanooga, Tenn.

Feb. 14, 1946 – Gregory Oliver Hines, Tony Award-winning dancer and actor, was born in New York City.

Feb. 14, 1967 – Lyda Moore Merrick, founder of Negro Braille Magazine, died in Durham, N.C. (b. 1890).

Feb. 15, 1924 – Angela Dorothea Ferguson, sickle cell anemia researcher, was born in Washington, D.C.

Feb. 15, 1968 – Henry Lewis of the New Jersey Symphony became the first African-American to lead a symphony orchestra in the U.S.

Feb. 15, 1978 – Leon Spinks defeated Muhammad Ali for the heavyweight championship.

Feb. 16, 1904 – James Baskett, Special Academy Award-winning actor from Song of the South, was born in Indianapolis, Ind. (d. 1948).

Feb. 16, 1957 – Levar Burton, actor, was born in Landsthul, Germany.

Feb. 16, 1972 – Wilt Chamberlain became the first NBA player to score 30,000 points.

